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Vehicle blaze
A CAR was severely damaged 
following an accidental fire in 
Bishops Lydeard.

The incident happened at 
11.12am on Tuesday morning, 
in Watts Lane.

Two fire engines from 
Taunton were sent to the 
vehicle fire and found a car in 
the lane well alight.

Two breathing apparatus 
were used along with a 
hosereel jet to extinguish the 
fire.

Police were requested due 
to road blockage.

Chimney fire
FIRE crews attended a 
chimney fire in the early 
hours of  Tuesday morning.

They were called to a 
chimney, which was well 
alight, in Weacombe, West 
Quantoxhead, at around 
1.10am.

Firefighters put out the 
fire from the hearth and 
roof  using chimney fear, a 
triple extension ladder, a roof  
ladder, a hose reel jet and a 
thermal imaging camera.

No one was injured in the 
incident.

Chairman
JOHN Rice-Lewis, of  The 
Langport Stores, is the new 
chairman of  Langport Area 
Business Group, taking over 
from Peter Roberts.

NEWS IN BRIEF

‘It’s heart-wrenching 
watching adults cry...’

AUSTERITY measures are 
pushing thousands of  local peo-
ple into “unacceptable levels 
of  poverty and suffering”, it is 
claimed as figures show more 
than 3,300 used Taunton Food-
bank last year.

The charity provided three-
day emergency food supplies 
to 3,312 people in the Taunton 
area, including 1,320 children, 
in the 12 months to April.

The main reasons for using 
the facility were changes or 
delays to benefits (32 per cent), 
feeding the family during school 
holidays (28 per cent) and low 
income (19 per cent).

Liz Payne-Ahmadi, convenor 
of  Taunton People’s Assembly 
Against Austerity, said: “These 
are really shocking statistics 
behind which lie unacceptable 
levels of  poverty and suffering 
in our community, caused di-
rectly by the austerity measures 
of  central Government and our 
local government.

“The assembly continues to 
assert that austerity measures 
are absolutely unnecessary.”

VOLUNTEER COUPLE: Neil and Kathy Arnold at the Foodbank and, inset, Betty Stone with a food collection from her 
church

Taunton Foodbank provided 
supplies on 33 fewer occasions 
than the year before, with the 
32 tonnes of  food donated by lo-
cal people, with the assistance 
of  more than 60 volunteers and 
support from schools, business-
es and faith groups.

It also gave people essentials 
like washing powder, nappies 
and hygiene products to fami-
lies struggling on the breadline, 
as well as signposting them to 
other services.

Sue Weightman, managed at 
Taunton Foodbank, which has 
to cover running costs of  £20,000 
a year, said: “We welcome this 
small drop in need for the food-

bank at the moment and really 
hope this trend continues.

“But 3,312 is still 3,312 too 
many, and more needs to be 
done.”

David McAuley, chief  exec-
utive of  The Trussell Trust, 
which runs a network of  food-
banks across the country, said 
the number of  people “hitting a 
crisis where they cannot afford 
food is still far too high”.
THE VOLUNTEER
NEIL Arnold and his wife, 
Kathy, from Buckland St Mary, 
have been volunteering at the 
foodbank for four years.

He said: “We like to put a bit 
back into society. It can be chal-

lenging and heart wrenching 
hearing some of  the stories and 
seeing grown people crying.

“It’s a terrible indictment that 
everyone doesn’t have a full 
stomach in this day and age.

“You think, ‘There but for the 
grace of  God go I’.”
THE CLIENT

Ashlee Ilett, aged 16, with his 
mother and brother have been 
using the foodbank on and off  
for two years. 

“A lot of  people, including my 
family, are finding it a struggle 
to cope,” said Ashlee, who had 
not eaten on Tuesday before he 
visited the facility mid-after-
noon.

“This place has saved my 
family a lot of  times and many 
of  my friends who are stuck in 
care or don’t have anyone to 
support them also use it.”
THE DONORS

Betty Stone regularly drops 
off  food parcels collected at 
West Monkton Church.

She said: “We collect dona-
tions at the back of  the church 
because we feel there’s a real 
need as some people are going 
hungry. We also always leave 
some food in a box at the back of  
the church in case anybody goes 
in and needs something to eat.”
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FOODBANK USERS: Ashlee Ilett, whose family have been helped by the facility


